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L es Dames d’Escof-
fier New York 

(LDNY)—founding and 
largest chapter of Les 
Dames d’Escoffier Inter-
national—a philan-
thropic organization 
whose members encom-
pass women of achieve-

ment in the fine food, bev-
erage and hospitality in-
dustry, awarded 20 Make 
A Difference Scholarships 
totaling $47,300 at a re-
ception on July 13.  Kings-
borough Community  Col-
lege students, Jennifer 
Zhou and Yonette  

Williams, were among the 
scholarship recipients. 
 LDNY received 60 ap-
plications from a diverse 
group of talented women 
pursuing degrees in the 
culinary arts, food nutri-
tion, fine beverage and hos-
pitality fields.  Scholarships 
are granted on the basis of 
the applicant’s resume, 
transcript and grade point 
average, growth experience 
plus professional and per-
sonal references.  Appli-
cants are also required to 
submit an essay, describing 
their achievements, career 
goals and the reason they 
merit financial sponsor-
ship. 
 Of the $47,300 contrib-
uted $28,000 were in-kind 
partnerships with leading 
New York culinary schools 
including The Culinary 
Institute of America, the 
French Culinary Institute, 
the Institute of Culinary 
Education and the Interna-
tional Wine Center.  The 
balance, $19,300, was ei-
ther membership- or corpo-
rate-sponsored.  You need 
not be a member of LDNY 
to donate to the scholarship 
fund. 
 The annual mid-
summer evening reception 
held at the landmark Astor 
Center was underwritten 
by the Barbara and Donald 
Tober Foundation and fea-
tured hors d’oeuvres by 
(Dame) Diane Gordon Ca-
tering and a selection of 
wines from Argentina and 

included LDNY members 
and sponsors and past 
and present scholarship 
recipients, in addition to 
family and friends, giv-
ing everyone an opportu-
nity to network, meet 
with mentors, and cele-
brate together.  
 “The LDNY Make A 
Difference Scholarship 
Fund provides deserving 
young women the oppor-
tunity to follow their 
passion, nurture their 
talents and pursue 
promising careers in the 
culinary profession. In 
addition to receiving 
scholarships to assist 
with her education, each 
of our recipients will be 
mentored by a member 
of Les Dames d’Escoffier 
to ensure that she has 
professional guidance as 
she pursues her career,” 
said Melanie Young, 
President of Les Dames 
d’Escoffier New York.  
 Les Dames d’Escof-
fier New York is commit-
ted to education, advo-
cacy, and philanthropy 
within the culinary arts 
and hospitality field.  Its 
primary purpose is to 
empower talented young 
women to become the 
leaders of tomorrow in 
their chosen careers. 
Awarding scholarships 
to women of distinction 
helps LDNY to fulfill 
this undertaking.   

Kingsborough Students, Jennifer Zhou and  
Yonette Williams, win Les Dames D’Ecoffier Scholarships  

Above, Jonathan Deutsch , associate professor, Tourism and Hos-
pitality Department,  joins Kingsborough student Jennifer  Zhou, 
the Sylvia Schur Scholarship winner and, below, Yonette Wil-
liams, the Wendy Burrell Mintzer scholarship winner. 


